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Project Summary:  The Department of the Interior and the states of Wyoming, Colorado, and Nebraska 

are diligently working on a federal/state basin-wide Platte River Recovery Implementation Program 

(Program) for endangered species in the Central Platte River in Nebraska.  The Program addresses the 

recovery of four species:  the endangered whooping crane, interior least tern, pallid sturgeon, and the 

threatened piping plover.  The 13-year-long Program began on Jan. 1, 2007.  The total cost of the 

Program is estimated at approximately $317 million, of which $157 million is the federal share and $160 

million is from the three states in direct funding and in-kind contributions.  

 

Strategic Value:  The Program serves as the Endangered Species Act reasonable and prudent alternative 

for existing and certain new water-related activities that affect the target species in the Central and Lower 

Platte River.  The Governance Committee consists of one representative each from the states of Colorado, 

Nebraska, and Wyoming; one representative each from the Colorado Water Users, Downstream Water 

Users, and Upper North Platte Water Users; one representative each for the Bureau of Reclamation and 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service; and two representatives from environmental entities in the three states.   

 

Benefits: The Program provides measures for the recovery of four endangered or threatened species.  The 

goals of the Program include 1) to protect and, where appropriate, restore 10,000 acres of habitat; and 2) 

to provide at least an average of 50,000 acre-feet per year of shortage reduction to target flows.  The 

50,000 acre-feet per year is in addition to the 

80,000 acre-feet per year which is being 

contributed by three projects in the states of 

Colorado, Nebraska, and Wyoming.  The State 

of Nebraska has implemented the 

Environmental Account in Lake McConaughy, 

and the State of Colorado has completed the 

Tamarack Project.  Work has begun on the 

modification of Pathfinder Dam (a Bureau of 

Reclamation facility), which is a contribution 

by the State of Wyoming that, when 

completed, will provide up to approximately 

34,000 acre-feet of water per year for the 

benefit of the target species as a part of the 

80,000 acre-feet being contributed by the three 

state projects.  The Program is also in the process of entering into a contract with the State of Wyoming 

for water from the Wyoming Account, which is a part of the modification of Pathfinder Dam.  This 

contract will provide an average of up to 4,800 acre-feet of water per year to the Program for the benefit 

of the target species through the remaining 8 years of the first increment.  The Program has acquired an 

interest in approximately 7,800 acres of land for species habitat, which represents 78 percent of the 

10,000-acre goal for the first increment.  Feasibility studies are being conducted for two water action plan 

projects, one of which is a re-regulation reservoir which, if constructed, could have the ability to retime 

approximately 40,000 acre-feet of excess flows for the benefit of the target species. 


